Band Member Update
THURSDAY MAY 31ST2018

Next band member update meeting will be scheduled
for JULY 31, 2018.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETINGS:
June 4 & 18
July 9 & 30
August 6 & 20
September 10 & 24
Beginning in June, agendas and minutes for all council meetings will be available on the
ADKFN website (www.adkfirstnation.ca). Individuals wishing to speak before council on
subjects are asked to talk to Jacqueline Spies, Acting Band Manager about being added to
the agenda.
ADKFN and Hamlet Council are looking to hold a council to council meeting in the near
future. ADKFN is presently waiting for the Hamlet Mayor and Council to provide a date and
a list of agenda items for the meeting. ADKFN has provided their topic items.
ADKFN Council and the Board of Directors of ADK Corporate Group have now established
quarterly meetings between the two organizations. Next meeting is scheduled for July 25th.
Members requesting for information of the ADK Corporate are asked to have the topics to
the ADKFN office no later than July 18th.

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES NEGOTIATIONS
UPCOMING MEETING DATES:
June 19/20 – Vancouver (Main table)
NOTES FROM MOST RECENT MEETING – YELLOWKNIFE (MAY/18)
ADKFN presented to Canada and Northwest Territories new negotiation positions on the
following matters:
•

Municipal Governance
o
o

o

o
o

o
•

ADKFN is considering whether to pursue a public or aboriginal model of
governance. (Explain what that is, if need be).
At this point in time, ADKFN sees important opportunities associated with
the public model of government (provide a few examples) and wants to
explore this option further. A final decision has not yet been made.
ADKFN final decision will include a careful analysis, opportunities to receive
input from ADKFN community members and further discussions with
GNWT and the municipality.
ADKFN’s objective is to pursue a model that is financially viable, efficient
and provides the highest level of services to ADKFN’s community.
Using either model, ADKFN anticipates there will be similar needs for staff
and employment. Using either model requires on-going work and
engagement with the municipality, GNWT and ADKFN’s community.
Solicit feedback from ADKFN members.

Capital Transfer/Core Cash Benefits
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o

•
•
•

•
•

we are concerned with Canada’s offer and are working to obtain a capital
transfer that is fair and reasonable and is not in ADKFN’s best interest. To
re-negotiate the number, we are conducting the necessary research and
analysis, and are in discussions with Canada on this topic. Once we have a
better understanding about Canada’s views, we’ll share this information with
ADKFN’s community.

Land Quantum
Taxation
Consideration of moving up the “social envelope” from Phase 2 to Phase 1 of
Implementation – specifically community wellness, health, education, justice and
social program support
Land Selection
Resolve the outstanding issue concerning Property Taxation owed

Other related activities already established and being worked on in association with the
Negotiations for Self Government:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development of a new Election Code
Development of Pre-Implementation Plan
Development of a Land Use Plan
Conducting a Governance/Incorporation Study for the municipality
Engagement with other First Nations for overlap discussions to resolve outstanding
issues
Development of Human Resources Plan and Policies

Other items being planned for development depending on funding status:
•
•
•
•
•

Development of a Constitution
Development of a Financial Management Plan and fiscal policies
Development of a Financing Agreement
Development of an Economic Development Plan and Fund
Specific Claims research
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BC NEGOTIATIONS
UPCOMING MEETING DATES:
June 21 - Vancouver
NOTES FROM MOST RECENT MEETING – VANCOUVER (MAY/18)
The Province of British Columbia has advised us that it is prepared to recognize ADKFN
rights and is prepared to commence formal discussions. Negotiations are currently in a
sharing of information mode.
Both ADKFN and the Province shared their ethnohistorical reports and agreed that there is
the potential for strength of claim. Consideration is being given for negotiations with BC to
pursue a Reconciliation Agreement and this could allow for the option of a treaty in the
future. ADKFNs reasoning for moving towards a Reconciliation Agreement consists of the
following: (1) the process is available to ADKFN and First Nations don’t have to be in BC
under GBC’s recognition of rights policy, (2) it creates a partnership with the GBC, as well
as with other First Nations, and (3) creates a bilateral relationship with GBC
A
Framework
Agreement
would
include
substantive
components:
(a)
recognition/acknowledgement of rights, (2) establishes political relationships/processes,
(3) lands and resources management in ADKFN territory, (4) royalties, (5) revenue sharing,
(6) community and social/economic development, (7) ability to discuss overlaps with other
First Nations, (8) creates dispute resolution mechanisms, and defines resourcing of
negotiations and support for capacity development internally for the First Nation. GBC was
encouraged by this position and future discussions will consider existing models – Kaska,
Lhedi Thenne, and Saulteaux. The Province of BC made a commitment to provide a formal
affirming letter recognizing ADKFN in advance of the next meeting.
The intent is to look at a community meeting and tour of the ADKFN traditional territory
in the Fall.

YUKON NEGOTIATIONS
UPCOMING MEETING DATES:
August 8 - Whitehorse
NOTES FROM MOST RECENT MEETING – WHITEHORSE (MAY/18)
Negotiations are currently in a sharing of information mode. YTG wants to keep meeting
with ADKFN and to conclude that addresses ADKFN’s interests and addresses some of
YTGs. YTG recognizes the challenge for ADKFN in being in three jurisdictions, and wants
to address this challenge with open dialogue, including with other governments. YTG
recognizes the need for clarity and transparency as part of moving forward.
YTG is engaged with several other First Nations and will have to figure out how to address
a government to government relationship with ADKFN, while also being aware of the
implications on other First Nations. YTG is keen to move forward, but these are the
dynamics it faces.
YTG has commenced research on an ethnographic report, but this report is not complete.
under the Umbrella Final Agreement process in the 1980s, the Yukon First Nations got
together and agreed on the boundaries of the First Nations, so ethnographic research was
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not undertaken. With changes to non-settled First Nations, YTG’s view is that it needs to
do the research, and is working on developing this policy, such as on the differences on
using primary and secondary research, who is best suited to do this research, when and for
what purpose. YTG recognizes that there isn’t a one-size fits all approach but also that this
information is important in determining the level of consultation required for First Nations.
The Premier of Yukon has provided a general acknowledgement recognizing ADKFN’s
asserted rights in the Yukon. YTG views that exploring specific land interests for ADKFN is
possible.
ADKFN is still working on determining its negotiating positions. As part of that process,
however, ADKFN wants to engage YTG in discussions to determine what is within the realm
of the possible. ADKFN plans to share some of its preliminary ideas of potential topics for
further discussion; however, this as an on-going and exploratory processes. ADKFN wants
to build this process together with YTG and hopes to receive YTG’s views as part of the
process moving forward.
We did confirm that the letter provided November 11, 2016 by former Chief Deneron is no
longer valid because the present Chief and Council doesn’t want to be limited or bound by
the positions previously presented to YTG. The current Chief and Council doesn’t agree with
the amount or location of the land quantum referenced in the letter by former Chief
Deneron. Discussions going forward will include: (1) land management, (2) royalty sharing,
(3) social envelop issues, (4) overlap issues, and (5) funding negotiations going forward.
The last item established from the meeting is a communication protocol between ADKFN
and YTG.

KASKA LITIGATION
As an update, ADKFN has filed in the Yukon courts to intervene in the Kaska Dena Council
v. Government of Yukon, et. al., S.C. No. 16-A0161. In August 2017, ADKFN received a letter
from the Government of Yukon notifying ADKFN that the Kaska Dena Council had
commended litigation that may affect ADKFN’s interests in the Yukon. The Government of
Yukon recommended that ADKFN secure independent legal advice as to the legal effect of
the declarations sought by the Kaska Dena Council. The Government of Yukon stated that,
“to the extent that the court makes findings of fact with respect to Aboriginal title, the
Government of Yukon may seek to rely on those facts in future litigation”. The concern that
our legal has with the Kaska Dena Council file against the Government of Yukon is that it
must protect its rights in Yukon until a transboundary agreement can be signed. ADKFN
asserts aboriginal and treaty rights within its traditional territory in south western Yukon.
ADKFN would have serious concerns if a court decided of the nature or scope of its
aboriginal or treaty rights in the context of a duty to consult case brought by another First
Nation.
Our legal has identified to Chief and Council that they are concerned with the KDC’s
reference to “exclusive occupation” of the claimed area, which has been partially addressed
through their amended Statement of Claims. LFN’s expert report by Ken Coates, however,
raises concerns for ADKFN because it purports to determine “who was or were the
Aboriginal groups in southeastern Yukon”, but only refers to the Kaska, and not ADKFN,
the Dene or Slavey speakers. ADKFN sees this as a serious omission, and strongly opposes
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the findings of this report. ADKFN’s preference, however, is to negotiate a resolution of this
matter, and doesn’t see the litigation KDC has brought as the appropriate forum to resolve
these issues.
A scheduled June 4 CMC is to occur, and this is where ADKFN will be advises of its
intervener/party status and July 11-13 summary trial dates

KOTANLEE & POINTED MOUNTAIN DISPUTES WITH PARAMOUNT
As an update, ADKFN is working with legal to resolve the outstanding disputes with
Paramount Resources (formerly Apache) involving community agreements (IBAs) for both
Kotanlee Remediation Project in the Yukon and the Pointed Mountain Remediation in
NWT. In the NWT context, there is long standing IBAs that haven’t been honored through
the transfer of ownership of the project; in the Yukon context, the former Chief and Council
granted permission of permit in the traditional territory of ADKFN dependent on a the
proponent and ADKFN reaching agreement of an IBA. The proponent has not honored this
relationship. Unfortunately, ADKFN is not a signatory to the First Nation Umbrella
Agreement in the Yukon and therefore there is limited legal recourse the nation has in suing
Paramount. Currently being managed by Rae & Company of Calgary, AB.

STRATEGIC PLAN DEVELOPMENT
ADKFN received funding from INAC to complete its first Strategic Plan in 2018. A Request
for Proposal was released with a closing date for consultants to respond by May 30 th. The
Strategic Plan is being developed to get member input into priorities for business
development and programming for the Nation. The plan is also important for ADKFN to
ensure full funding from the Government of Canada through grant programs. The last plan
was developed in 2004 but was never adopted by the Council of that date and was never
implemented. The selection of the proponent will occur by the end of June with most of the
work occurring through communities in the Fall. The completed plan is expected to be
released to the membership prior to Christmas.

LANDS AND RESOURCES
EVENTS
The following workshops and meetings were attended by representatives of Lands amd
Resources since the previous Band Member update:
•

IGC Meeting: attended the April IGC Meeting and prepared a summary of the
meeting for ADKFN reference;

•

Mineral Resource Act (MRA) Meetings: attended the MRA meetings on April 30-May
1 and May 28-29, 2018 via conference call;

•

Yukon Partnership meeting on Climate Change, Green Economy, and Energy:
attended the second Yukon partnership meeting held on April 30, 2018 in
Whitehorse, YT via conference call;

•

Lands Side Table Working Group Meeting: Our consultants (Landmark and Urban
Systems) both attended the lands side table working group meeting on May 15-16 in
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Yellowknife, NWT. Future meetings will include the consultants along with a
community representative;
•

Implementation Side Table Working Group Meeting: Staff and our consultant
(Landmark) attended the implementation side table working group meeting in
Edmonton, AB. Future meetings will continue to include staff and consultants, but
they will be joined by a community representative;

•

Pre-engagement on Yukon Government Traditional Knowledge Policy Meeting:
attended the pre-engagement on Yukon Government Traditional Knowledge Policy
meeting that was held in Whitehorse, YT via conference call;

•

Yukon Parks Meeting: attended the May 15 Yukon Parks meeting held in
Whitehorse, YT via conference call;

•

Conference of Management Authorities (CMA) Meeting: attended the CMA meeting
on May 15-16 CMA held in Yellowknife, NWT via conference call;

•

Land Use Planning Workshop: attended the Land Use Planning workshop on May
23-25 in Yellowknife, NWT;

REFERRALS
BC Oil and Gas Commission
•

A referral response was sent to the BC Oil and Gas Commission and Paramount
Resources Ltd. regarding a Short-Term Water Use Application (File No. 100105208).
The water use is to be used for winter road freezing to provide access to an
abandonment project in NE BC, approximately 43 km south of BC’s border with
NWT.

Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
•

•

A referral response was sent to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board
regarding Hamlet of Fort Liard 2017 Annual Water License Report (MV2009L30025).
A referral was received for Paramount Resources Ltd. regarding 2017 Annual
Progress Report (MV2014X0011). The Progress Report outlines remediation activities
carried out during 2017 at the former Pointed Mountain Gas Field located
approximate 30 km NE of Fort Liard in NWT. A response was drafted; however,
ADKFN leadership raised concern over its submission as this site is contentious due
to ongoing dispute over the IBA and remediation plans with the proponent. Due to
these factors Landmark, under direction from leadership, have withheld the
submission of this referral response for the time being.

FUNDING APPLICATIONS
•

•

Interim Resource Management Assistance (IRMA) Base Funding: completed and
submitted the application for 2018/19 IRMA Base Funding. This funding supports
the regulatory operations of the Lands Department.
IRMA Resource Pressures Funding: completed and submitted the application for
2018/19 IRMA Resource Pressures Funding. This additional funding was applied for
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•

•

to help cover the costs of legal support and high-level consulting services required
for certain projects currently occurring in or immediately surrounding ADKFN
traditional territory (Canadian Zinc- Prairie Creek Mine, Paramount Resources
Pointed Mountain Remediation Site, Borealis Geothermal Project)
Aboriginal Fund for Species at Risk (AFSAR) Funding: completed and submitted the
application for AFSAR Funding through the Species at Risk Stream. The application
proposed financial support for the implementation of a “Monitoring and Traditional
Knowledge Project for Boreal Caribou Within Acho Dene Koe Traditional Territory”.
Successful candidates will be notified in early September 2018.
Over the course of the last few months Landmark has had conversations with both
TIDES Canada and WWF representatives regarding funding opportunities for the
possible establishment of a Guardianship program for ADKFN. Both parties appear
willing to continue the conversation and possibly help fund the process, should
ADKFN be interested in such a program. An explanatory document which outlines
this opportunity in greater detail was sent to ADKFN on May 7, 2018.

‘
RESEARCH APPLICATIONS AND ARCAHEOLOGICAL PERMITS
Three research applications have been responded to:
•

•
•

Research Application 4011: The goal of this research project is to identify and
measure the different possible sources of toxic mercury that is transported in rivers
of the Mackenzie River basin down to the Beaufort Sea. The project will look to
establish how much mercury comes from modern versus ancient sources;
Research Application 4104: This proposed linguistics research project will
investigate the semantics of relative clauses in Tlicho Yatii, a Dene language
Cooperative Waterfowl Population Survey: The Canadian Wildlife Service is
applying for a Wildlife Research Permit for aerial surveys of waterfowl on behalf of
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. These surveys have been ongoing in the Northwest
Territories since 1955 and provide long-term information used to manage and
conserve populations of waterfowl on a continent-wide basis.

Three archaeological inspection permits from within NWT have been responded to since
the previous update; however, all permits fall well outside ADKFN’s traditional territory.
STUDIES
Caribou TK Study
•

Under the NWT Cumulative Impact Monitoring Program, our Lands consultants
(Landmark Resources) worked with ADKFN on the collection of spatial and
background research regarding impacts to boreal caribou within ADKFN’s
traditional territory in the NWT. The final reporting was completed and following
ADKFN approval the report was submitted to CIMP for review. ADKFN is awaiting
CIMP’s response.

Land Use Planning
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•

Our consultants (Landmark and Urban Systems) continue to work on an ADKFN
Land Use Plan. Phases 2 and 3 of the planning process will be carried out at the same
time to focus on community engagement, determining economic priorities and
policies for ADKFN land management and economic development priorities as it
relates to the land selection process. The phases also include GIS, development of
policy, identifying what land use activities are allowed, and the economic return on
those activities. Phases 2 and 3 will be consistent with the treaty land selection
process.

DEVOLUTION
MRA discussions continue as part of the Devolution process. Our consultants (Landmark)
attends MRA meetings on behalf of ADKFN to ensure ADKFN’s participation in the
devolution process and the development of resource management legislation and policies.
A summary document of MRA processes was sent to ADKFN leadership on April 4, 2018.

BAND OFFICE
ADOLESCENT PROGRAM AT THE GATHERING PLACE (FORMALLY THE TREATY
HOUSE) – A UPDATE FROM THE PROGRAM

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

A new water tank and pump has been installed. The new water tank is now located
inside the building.
The adolescents continue to make their own schedule for activities.
Drumming and hand game practice is happening on Saturday and Sundays. See
calendar attached.
We dropped the age to 14 yrs. of age.
We will be changing the days and hours of operations. We will be open from
Monday – Thursday from 4 p.m. – 10 p.m. & Friday from 4 p.m. – 11 p.m.. We will be
closed on weekends unless there is a special event happening. Hand-game and
drumming practice will continue at the gathering place and then will be relocated
to the Arbor. These changes will be effective July 2, 2018. We are closing on the
weekends to encourage more family time.
We welcome aboard Holly Fantasque as our junior rec-coordinator. She is currently
working along side Robert getting training. Starting in July Robert will be more in
the office working on coordinating and implementing community events.
There is zero tolerance for those under the influence or alcohol or narcotics.
Individuals will be asked to leave, if non-compliant the RCMP will be called.

OTHER SERVICES
•

Individuals continue to come in the Band Office with their concerns, we encourage
individuals to continue doing this. We will act swiftly to address your concerns and
find a solution.

COMMUNITY JUSTICE
•

The Community Justice Program has had three successful individuals complete the
requirements of the program.
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•

This program will be campaigning soon for crime prevention via workshops and
other community events.

LANGUAGE/HISTORY REVITALATION PROGRAM
•
•
•
•

This program continues to make headway with reviving the language.
We are working with all age groups.
We are in the daycare reading to the children every Tuesday morning from 10:30
a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Kathy is always looking for old stories and photographs, if you have historical
information on traditional practices and such, please contact 770-4571 Ext. 1266.

TRADITIONAL SEWING GROUP
•
•
•

Traditional sewing classes are still being done by Barbara McLeod at the 9 Plex.
The date of the sewing group has changed to every Thursday evening from 7 p.m. –
9 p.m.
Come out and join Barbara this is a great way to bond with your children and share
some stories and tea and treats.

COMMUNITY WELLNESS
•
•
•

We have submitted our community wellness plan for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. Our
grant was approved. We are awaiting the funding.
Soon we will be unfolding community workshops, cultural events and more.
Many thanks to Michelle Browning who conducted many one-on-one interviews
with community members. Your voices were heard, and our plan was developed
based on your feedback. We are still open to hearing suggestions.

ASSOCIATE OF COMMUNICATIONS
•
•

Shawn McLeod is the latest individual hired by the ADKFN.
We wish to welcome Shawn aboard.

ASSOCIATE OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
•
•

Michelle Browning was hired to fill this position part-time.
We wish to welcome Michelle aboard.

HEALING ON THE LAND
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is a new program for individuals to access.
This program offers a 28-day healing program, it also offers a 1 week program and a
weekend program.
Individuals are required to leave the community and heal on the land.
This is aimed to help people with addiction problems.
We are currently seeking individuals that are willing to rent us their cabins.
We are seeking Elders that are willing to help these individuals.
Honorius is paid to Elders and for cabin rentals. If this is of interest to you, please
contact Jacqueline at the band office.
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ELDER’S COMMITTEE/YOUTH COMMITTEE
•

•

We are still seeking individuals to be a part of these committees. The voice of these
committees will be heard. Concerns brought forward from these committee will be
brought to the attention of Chief and Council. Together solutions can be found, and
community member voices are heard.
If you are interested, please contact Jacqueline.

GRANTS/PROGRAMS
•
•

We continue to write grants to obtain opportunities to create jobs for the
membership.
We have accessed the TransCanada funding agreement and have education funds
available to our membership. We would request that interested individuals contact
Jacqueline at the band office for further information and requirements.

BAND COMMUNITY EVENTS & SPONSORSHIP

We are currently interviewing in
the next week to fill this
position.
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1.

JUNE EVENTS
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