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THE FORT TIMES 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

From the ADK Chief, Council and Staff, 
we would like to extend our warmest 

wishes to the community of Fort Liard for 
the 2017 New Year.  

The Dentist will be in from Feb 6th – Feb 10. For 
more information please call the Health Centre @ 

(867) 770-4301 

THE DENTIST IS COMING TO 
TOWN 

JANUARY  

Tlįché Sa 

2017 
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Treaty Talk 

Devolution 
Participation Update 

December Shout Outs 

ADK Land Use Plan 

 



 

 

The Fort Times January 2017 

2 

1

The 3rd Annual 
Intergovernmental 
Council Meeting was 
held in Yellowknife at the 
Explorer Hotel on 
October 21st, 2016 and 
was attended by Chief 
Harry Deneron, Metis 
President Ernie McLeod 
and Councilor Steve 
Kotchea 

In February 2015, 
Management of Lands 
and Resources was 
transferred from the 
Federal Government to 
the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. 
The Intergovernmental 
Council consists of the 
GNWT and Aboriginal 
Governments from across 
the NWT, which has 
signed on to Devolution 
in 2014. 

Since signing onto the 
Devolution Agreement, 
the Acho Dene Koe First 
Nation and Fort Liard 
Metis Local #67 have 

2

been active participants at 
all Intergovernmental 
Council Meetings and 
continue to work 
diligently towards 
attending important 
working group meetings 
that relate to the ADK. 
Working with the Council 
ADK has provided input 
on important issues such 
as Benefits Agreements, 
lands management, and 
NWT legislation. 

The next meeting that the 
ADK will be attending 
will be announced when 
confirmed. 

For more information on 
the Devolution of Lands 
and Resources in the 
NWT please visit the 
official website. 

www.devolution.gov.nt.ca 

THIRD ANNUAL 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

 COUNCIL MEETING  
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

COUNCIL 
 
 
 

GOVERNMENT OF THE NWT 

INUVIALUIT REGIONAL CORPORATION 

NORTHWEST TERRITORY METIS NATION 

SAHTU SECRETARIAT INCORPORATED 

GWICH’IN TRIBAL COUNCIL 

TŁĮCHO GOVERNMENT 

ACHO DENE KOE FIRST NATION 

(FORT LIARD METIS LOCAL #67) 

 

SALT RIVER FIRST NATION 

 

DENINU KUÉ FIRST NATION 

 

KÁTŁ’ODEECHE FIRST NATION 
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This year, SPECTRA ENERGY 
donated $7,500.00 to go 
towards our Annual Christmas 
Feast. Thank you Spectra Energy 
for your generous donation! 

Mahsi cho to ACHO HORIZON NORTH 
CAMPS & CATERING for donating all the 
turkeys for our Community Christmas Feast, 
your contribution to our event was greatly 
appreciated. 

Thank you to TRANSCANADA for supplying 
the Christmas feast door prizes and for 
continuing to support ADK Community 
events through the Community Agreement. 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE YELLOWKNIFE SALVATION 
ARMY FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF PROVIDING FAMILIES 

IN NEED WITH CHRISTMAS HAMPERS! MAHSI. 

and last but not least, thank you to SISTER’S for catering our 
Christmas Feast! 

SHOUT OUTS 

“Thank you to the Hamlet of Fort Liard for your generous Christmas Hampers” 

From - the entire community! 
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The NWT 2015-2016 Trapper Recognition 
Program acknowledges the work done by 
NWT Trappers and contribution they bring 
to the economy.  The NWT Trapper 
Recognition Programs covers fours regions: 
South Slave, North Slave, Sahtu, Dehcho and 
the Inuvik Region. 

Congratulations to ADK Member, Roger 
Bertrand - who received the Highest 
Harvest for the Dehcho region. 

BEST OF LUCK TO OUR 2016-2017 TRAPPERS! 

NWT TRAPPER RECOGNITION PROGRAM 

“Fresh Salmon caught in a net in the Liard River Half 
packaged. The other half spiced waiting to be 
smoked and semi dried over a smoky fire on a nicer 
day”  - Peter Bertrand 

The Liard river has regular salmon runs in the fall 
months. A report commissioned by Canada stated 
that as the climate in the North continues to change 
salmon may spawn more frequently in the Liard 
River. Knowing this ADK is proposing specific 
provisions to address salmon in its new Treaty.   

If you would like your photo featured in our newsletter, please send to communications@adkfirstnation.ca or contact Ivy-Lynn 
Marcellais at the Acho Dene Koe Band Office (867) 770-4571 

P
hotos subm

itted by P
eter Bertrand 



 

 

The Fort Times January 2017 

5 

TREATY TALK 

The ADK Negotiating Team completed another busy year moving forward with land-
claim activities in the NWT, BC, and Yukon. The following are highlights from 2016 

for each jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

Northwest Territories 

• Main-table meetings with Canada and the GNWT throughout the year in Fort 
Liard Yellowknife, Edmonton, and Ottawa.  

• During a public meeting in Fort Liard this August both Canada and the GNWT 
stated that they are working towards completing Final Agreement negotiations 
in 2017. This is a major milestone as it is the first time that the parties have set 
a tentative date for the completion of ADK’s negotiation activities in the NWT.  

• ADK received funding for Phase I Land Use Plan activities. Chief and Council 
established a Working Group to conduct home visits and inform community 
members about the status of negotiations and options for ADK to develop a 
Land Use Plan. ADK contracted Landmark Resource Management, a cultural 
research company from BC, to host a community meeting, gather community 
input and write a report for the negotiation table. 

• Only three major issues remain unresolved in the NWT: Settlement Land 
selection, taxes, and community governance model. These issues will be the 
primary focus of main-table negotiations in 2017. 

British Columbia 

• In 2016 ADK submitted a Freedom of Information request to the BC 
government asking for all documents related to ADK. In response, BC sent 
hundreds of pages of documents that discussed resource development; 
overlap issues, and ADK’s claim in BC. The documents provided ADK with 
useful information as to why the BC government will not formally engage ADK 
in treaty negotiations.  
 

MOVING	  FORWARD	  
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• In September 2016, Chief Deneron traveled to 
Vancouver, BC to meet with government 
representatives to discuss ADK’s claim in that 
province. Chief Deneron did not speak as the 
elected representative of the ADK, but rather, as 
an individual who was born and raised in BC. He 
also spoke about the other families who have lived 
and used the land in BC for generations. 

• Following this meeting ADK’s legal counsel was 
contacted by BC to gather more information on 
ADK’s past and current land use activities in the 
region. This was a major development as it 
signalled that BC had assigned individuals to 
examine ADK’s claim in a more meaningful way.  

• Since this time a Senior Negotiator has been 
assigned by the BC government to review the ADK 
file. ADK Chief, Council, and technical advisors are 
also working with BC to gather information about 
ADK’s presence in BC.  

 
Yukon  

• ADK leadership travelled to Whitehorse in May 
2016 to discuss the Nation’s claim to territory in SE 
Yukon with members of Premier Pasloski’s 
Cabinet. 

• Although supportive of ADK’s claim, due to the 
scheduled election in the fall of 2016 the Yukon 
Party government could not commit to developing 
a mandate to negotiate with ADK.  

• With the defeat of Premier Pasloski’s Yukon Party 
government this Fall, ADK moved quickly and 
contacted the new leader of the territory Premier 
Silver. Much to the appreciation of the ADK the 
Premier’s office responded to the ADK quickly. 
Moving forward in the Yukon ADK is hoping to 
meet with Premier Silver and his Cabinet early in 
2017 to develop a mandate for negotiations.   

Glossary 

 

 

LAND USE PLAN 

A Land Use Plan helps guide 
decision about what activities 

(cultural, ecological, 
economic) should take place 

on certain lands. 

 

 

 

 

 

SETTLEMENT LANDS 

Lands that the Acho Dene 
Koe First Nation and the Fort 
Liard Métis Local #67 select 

outside the Fort Liard 
community boundary 

 

 

 

 

 

MANDATE 

The authority to carry out a 
course of action. 
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TRANSCANADA UPDATE 

 

As part of the obligations under the TransCanada/ ADK Community Agreement Joint 
Working Group Members Ivy-Lynn Marcellais and Cathy Kotchea met with 
TransCanada for their bi-annual meeting on November 24th. During this time, 
updates were given to the TC Working Group on how CA funds were being allocated 
and discussed future project iniatives for 2017. 

The JWG is always looking for community suggestions on how to spend these funds 
in ways that will benefit the ADKFN Membership. If you have any ideas or 
comments, please contact Ivy-Lynn Marcellais or Cathy Kotchea. 

Overall, Chief, Council and the TransCanada JWG are very pleased with the 
relationship between ADK and TC and will continue to work to deliver the 
requirements of the CA. 

LOL 

“She was told to eat on the 
floor” 

- Photo by Arlene Wright 

If you would like your photo featured in our newsletter, please send to 
communications@adkfirstnation.ca or contact Ivy-Lynn Marcellais at the Acho Dene Koe 

Band Office (867) 770-4571 
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The Acho Dene Koe First Nation is the process 
of selecting treaty Settlement Lands in the NWT. 
Settlement Lands will be owned in fee simple 
title by the future ADK Government once the new 
Treaty is complete. As result, ADK must develop 
a Land Use Plan for its territory to balance the 
economic, environmental, and cultural needs of 
the Nation.  
 
Land use planning guides decision making about 
what activities should take place on ADK land in 
the NWT. The ADK Land Use Plan will be an 
important tool for balancing economic 
development opportunities with responsible 
environmental management, conservation and 
community aspirations. Julie Swinscoe from 
Landmark Management Resources has been 
contracted by the Acho Dene Koe First Nations 
in help develop ADK’s Land Use Plan. Julie and 
her team have extensive experience assisting 
other Aboriginal communities with similar 
projects. Working with Landmark Resources 
Management, ADK is confident it will develop a 
plan that is accepted by the community. 

To begin the process and assist our membership 
in better understanding the overall objective of 
the plan, ADK has formed a Working Group 
consisting of four ADK members and three 
students. Chief and Council believe it is very 
important to engage our youth and encourage 
them to become involved in the development of 
our Land Use Plan. The Working Group has 
been conducting home visits since October 2016 

To date, the ADK LUP Working 
Group has completed over 40 home 

visits. 

These home visits included residents 
of Fort Liard, cabin owners along the 

HWY and in Bouvie Lake.  

** LUP – Land Use Plan ** 

Jimmy Klondike with Julie Swinscoe, 
explaining his own traditional map that 
he brought during a ADK LUP scoping 

session. 
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to gather important cultural, ecological and economic information from those who 
have extensive knowledge of ADK territory. The primary intent of these home visits is 
to prepare our membership for future discussions, scoping sessions and public 
meetings regarding the development of an ADK Land Use Plan and to get as much 
feedback from our membership as possible. 

The ADK LUP Working Group has 
completed numerous home visits hosted 
a youth workshop at Echo Dene School 
the senior students and held a scoping 
session at the community hall for the 
residents of Fort Liard. We would like to 
take this opportunity to thank everyone 
that came out and shared their 
knowledge with our Working Group. 

 

 

The ADK LUP Working Group do home visits on Tuesday and 
Thursdays of each week. If you or a family member would like to 
set up an appointment, please contact the Acho Dene Koe Band 

Office at (867) 770-4571 ext 253 or email at 
alexfanni@adkfirstnation.ca 

LUP WORKING GROUP 

FLOYD DIAMOND-C 
JUDY FANTASQUE 

MARILYN MARCELLAIS 
PETER BERTRAND 

YOUTH LUP WORKING GROUP 

DALLAS SASSIE 
NAOMI BEAULIEU 

TYRONE BERREAULT 
 

For any questions you might have regarding ADK’s Land Use Plan, BIG or small, 
please don’t hesitate to contact the above members… and to our ADK Youth, we 
encourage you to talk to your peers on how to become involved in the process.  

Students (left to right) Kara Bertrand, Curtis Lomen, 
Stevenson Klondike and Chase Berreault pointing out 

areas of interest to the LUP Working Group. 
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Job Posting 

Newsletter Assistant 

The intent of the Newsletter Assistant is to provide Acho Dene Koe community members with 
content related to ADK and it’s membership in “The Fort Times” by gathering information from 
individuals and inter-agencies in Fort Liard. 

 

What will I be doing? 
General Duties Include: 

 
• 20 hr work week 
• Gathering information 
• Ensuring that the community is updated on all events and meeting through newsletter 
• Assisting ADK Staff  
• Hourly rate of $15.00 

 

Qualifications  

• Reliability 
• Willingness to learn about the Acho Dene Koe Negotiations 
• Must have Grade 12 
• Good reading and writing skills 
• Computer skills is an asset 
• The ability to speak Slavey is an asset 

 

 

All those interested in applying for the position please drop your résumé off or speak to  
Ivy-Lynn Marcellais at the Band Office no later than January 25, 2017. Someone from the Band 

Office will contact you after this date if you have been selected for a follow-up interview.  
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This information is distributed without prejudice, and intended solely for information purposes for members of the Fort 
Liard community and those with associated interests. It may not be reproduced or disseminated further without the 
expressed permission of Acho Dene Koe First Nation.  

Hamlet of Fort Liard 
(867) 770-4104 

Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
(867) 770-4571 ext 253 

Beaver Enterprises Ltd.  
(867) 770-4571 

Liard Fuel Centre 
(867) 770-3216 

Acho Dene Koe Native Crafts 
(867) 770-4161 

Northern Store 
(867) 770-4411 

Liard Valley General Store & Motel 
(867) 770-4441 

 

RCMP 
(867) 770-1111 

Fire Department 
(867) 770-2222 

Health Centre 
(867) 770-4301 

Social Services 
(867) 770-4770 

ENR 
(867) 770-3400 

 

If you have any content that you would like 
included in next month’s edition, whether it be an 
interesting photo, a birthday greeting or a short 

blurb on something you think the community 
would enjoy reading, please contact the Acho 

Dene Koe Band Office by  
Wednesday, February 15th, 2017 

 
T: (867) 770-4571 ext 253 

F: (867) 770-4573 
Email: communications@adkfirstnation.ca 

 

JOE BERTRAND  

STEVE KOTCHEA 

SONIA TIMBRE 

IRENE MCLEOD  

DENNIS NELSON 

CATHY KOTCHEA 

Listed above are the Acho Dene Koe First Nation’s 
Councilors, who are elected by Band Members to 
voice and listen to Community Members 
concerns. If you have any questions, comments or 
concerns regarding Band related issues, please 
don’t hesitate to talk to a Councilor or to stop by 
the Acho Dene Koe First Nation’s Office. 

 

Local services 

Emergency services 


