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What to expect in 2016? 
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2015	   was	   full	   of	   milestones	   for	  
the	  ADK	  Negotiations	  Team.	  The	  
ADK	  began	  preliminary	  work	  on	  
Closing	   and	   Implementation	  
Plans,	  made	  a	  formal	  submission	  
to	   Canada	   for	   Settlement	   Lands	  
in	   the	   NWT,	   and	   resolved	   a	  
number	   of	   outstanding	   Final	  
Agreement	   issues.	   Although	  
negotiations	  were	  essentially	  put	  
on	   hold	   during	   the	   fall	   months	  
because	   of	   back-‐to-‐back	   federal	  
and	  territorial	  elections,	  the	  ADK	  
is	   setting	   an	   ambitious	   agenda	  
for	   2016	   to	   make	   up	   for	   lost	  
time.	  	  

Chiefly,	   the	   Negotiations	   Team	  
will	   be	   looking	   to	   resolve	  
outstanding	   property	   tax	   issues	  
for	  ADK	  Band	  members	   living	  in	  
Ft.	   Liard.	   Chief	   Harry	   Deneron,	  
Sub-‐Chief	   Steve	   Kotchea,	   Métis	  
President	  Ernie	  McLeod,	  and	  the	  
rest	   of	   the	   Band	   Council	   have	  
taken	  the	  position	  that	   the	   issue	  
of	   property	   taxes	   must	   be	   the	  
first	   order	   of	   business	   resolved	  
in	   2016	   before	   negotiations	   can	  
move	  on	  to	  other	  issues.	  	  

Along	   with	   taxation,	   the	  
Negotiations	   Team	   will	   be	  
working	   hard	   to	   finalize	   the	  
selection	  of	   Settlement	  Lands	  as	  
well	   as	   come	   to	   an	   agreeable	  
community	   governance	   model	  
once	  the	  Final	  Agreement	  comes 
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into	   effect.	   The	   ADK	   will	   also	  
continue	   to	   pursue	   its	   claims	   in	  
British	   Columbia	   and	   Yukon	  
respectively.	   With	   respect	   to	  
claims	   in	   those	   jurisdictions	   the	  
ADK	   will	   continue	   to	   reach	   out	  
to	   its	  First	  Nations	  neighbors	   in	  
BC	   and	   Yukon	   so	   that	   any	  
concerns	   they	   may	   have	   can	   be	  
addressed	   early	   on	   in	   the	  
negotiations	  process.	  

Accordingly,	   the	   ADK	   is	  making	  
arrangements	   to	   meet	   with	   the	  
new	  Minister	   of	   Indigenous	  and	  
Northern	   Affairs,	   the	  
Honourable	   Carolyn	   Bennett,	  
when	   the	   Negotiations	   Team	  
travels	  to	  Ottawa	  in	  February.	  It	  
is	   anticipated	   that	   all	   these	  
topics	   and	   more	   will	   be	  
discussed	  at	  this	  meeting.	  

Finally,	   in	   the	   coming	   weeks	  
Canada	   and	   the	   ADK	   will	   meet	  
and	   draft	   a	   work-‐plan	   for	   the	  
2016-‐2017	  year.	  This	  work-‐plan	  
will	   formalize	   the	   scope	   and	  
pace	   of	   work	   for	   the	   year.	   As	  
always,	   ADK	  members	   can	   keep	  
informed	  about	  the	  negotiations	  
process	  through	  this	  newsletter,	  
by	   speaking	   to	   Band	   Council	  
members,	   and	   by	   asking	  
questions	   at	   the	   Band	   Office.	  
From	  everyone	  at	  the	  office	  have	  
a	  great	  2016	  and	  stay	   tuned	   for	  
updates!	  

By being part of the 
process, ADKFN/ 
Fort Liard Métis 

members can make 
the negotiations 

process reflect their 
needs and interests. 
That can also learn 

more about how they 
can prepare to 

participate in the 
future of their 

community and their 
government. 

January 
Tlįché Sa 

Submitted by Lands and Resource Coordinator, Alex Fanni 
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 Earlier this month, Chief Harry 
Deneron and I went to visit ADK 
trappers Arthur Nande and Elvis 
Duntra. Both have maintained 
their out-post camps near the 
Muskeg and on top of the 
Junction Hill, where they spend 
most of their time. 

During January, Arthur had 
trapped and skinned up to 5 
wolves that were near the 
community.  Chief Harry 
Deneron and I were looking 
forward to getting a photo of the 
pelt while in the drying process 
and with our luck - two wolf 
pelts were propped up on stretch 
boards standing as tall as the 
cabin ceiling, turned inside out.  
Not familiar with the measures 
needed to successfully prepare a 
fur, I was informed that this is 
how the pelts will sit for the next 
1-2 days until completely dried. 
Once dried, Arthur will repeat 
the process on the other side. The 
photo to the top right is of two 
wolf pelts in the drying stage. 

On our way back into town we 
decided to visit another ADK 
trapper, Elvis Duntra, who has 
maintained his camp on top of 
the junction hill for more than 20 
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years. Although his “cabin” looks 
fairly similar to the housing in the 
community, do not let the outside 
appearance fool you, inside of his 
cabin is full of materials needed 
to successfully live out on the 
land and maintain his tradition.  
During our visit he also showed 
us some of the furs that he 
recently trapped that were in its 
final stages of drying as well.  
The picture to the bottom right is 
of Elvis proudly showing us his 
furs, a total of 2 lynx and 4 
martins. 

The trapping industry is 
something that our ADK 
Members take pride in and see as 
a part of our cultural heritage and 
history.  Furs can range 
anywhere from $7 - $800, 
depending on the animal. For 
some, it is a source of income; a 
way of life and others just plain 
enjoy being out on the land, 
undisturbed.  

For those continuing to 
contribute to the growing fur 
industry – ADK would love to 
see your photos! For contact 
information, please call the Band 
Office @ (867) 770-4571. 

Submitted by Ivy-Lynn Marcellais 

OUT ON THE 
LAND 
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As you may have already noticed, there has been some work-related activity across the Petitot River, towards 
9-mile. In the 1970’s a pipeline was installed and gas operations were active until the natural gas eventually 
watered out, leaving behind debris. Due to weather conditions and environmental changes over the years, a 

portion of the pipeline was left exposed. In December, Spectra began the task of opening a high-grade access 
road, snow filling low areas, and putting in ice bridges across the Petitot, Liard and Kotaneelee River. This is 

part of Spectra’s remediation project that involves the pipeline removal and clean up of the effected area. 

This project has employed up to 30 individuals, including a number of community members and has opened 
access across the river for recreational purposes. Spectra Inspectors Rick Bramhill and Bill Huska are 

exceptionally happy with their team’s work ethic and the amount of production that they have accomplished 
so far. 

• Signs and KM markers to be installed this week. 
• If weather stays cold all access`s and Petitot and Liard River ice crossings will be complete by Feb. 2nd 

 

Clockwise from the left: 1) The first heavy piece of equipment crossing the Petitot River. 2) Making snow while a 
grader fills in low areas. 3) Workers snow filling low areas. 

P
hotos by: Steven Steeves, D
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HAMLET 
REC REATIO N  

Youth	  hockey	  program	  has	  begun!	  

Yes,	  with	  the	  help	  of	  coaches	  Arthur	  Loe,	  Brad	  Carrier	  and	  Brennen	  
Woodcock	  we	  have	  kids	  out	  on	  the	  ice	  happily	  learning	  new	  skating	  
and	  hockey	  skills.	  	  Thanks	  also	  to	  Hamlet	  employees	  for	  keeping	  the	  

arena	  and	  ice	  in	  tip	  top	  shape. 

If you would like a copy of the Hamlet’s Recreation schedule please see Roslyn Firth at the Hamlet Office. 

 STORY TIME AT THE 
LIBRARY 

Tuesdays from 10:30 
am to 11:30 

PLAY GROUP 

Mondays, Wednesdays 
& Fridays 

10:00 am – 12:00 

** Snacks provided for 
Story Time & Play Group 

 

ADULT HOCKEY 

Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays @ 7pm 

 

SOCCER 

Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays 

11 & under @ 7pm 

12 & over @ 7:45pm 

Adults @ 9pm 

 

TEEN NIGHT 

Fridays & Saturday 

9-11 pm 

Last month’s 
WINNER for the 
Play Group 
hamper was Ben 
Woehl (pictured 
on the left) and 
the WINNER for 
January was 
Hudson 
Woodcock!!  

P
hotos by: A

rlene W
right and R

oslyn Firth 
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On behalf of the community of Fort Liard we would like to 
thank your excellent customer service and all of your community 
involvement. Although we are sad to see you go, we wish you all 
the best on your next journey. 

Thank You and Good-bye 

 

Dear Friends, Customers, Community Members 

It has almost been seven years since I first arrived in Fort Liard as a transfer Store Manager for the 
Northern Store and it is now time for me to say good thank you and goodbye. 

To all of our Community Leaders, Community Offices, Businesses, School, Health Centre, RCMP, thank 
you for the opportunity and the privilege to work with you in service to our community. I very much 
appreciate the many times you have allowed my team and I to be part of the many community events, 
planning sessions, awareness campaigns, meetings and so much more. You truly are community partners 
and I have enjoyed the collaborations over the years. 

To our Customers and Friends, you have made every day an incredible day. You give purpose and focus to 
my team and I sincerely hope that I have delivered on my promise of striving to make customer service my 
first priority. For the many times I fell short on the promise, I appreciate and thank you for your patience 
and understanding. You are the reason my team and I are here and you have my deepest gratitude for your 
continued business, your loyalty and your friendships. 

To my team… Thank you for standing with me through the good times and especially through the bad 
times. Your commitment, dedication and loyalty to our community, our customers and our store are an 
inspiration. And I hope you have learned from me as I have from you. 

When I look back on my time here in Liard, it is hard to believe that I’ve been here for six years and eleven 
months. But life has a way of speeding up when everyday is a good day and these years have been great 
years. 

It has always been my belief that the people make the place. And what an incredible place Fort Liard is! As 
I embark on my new journey in the community of Behchoko, I wish the community of Fort Liard and its 
people nothing but the best and hope that one day our paths will cross again. Until that day, thank you and 
goodbye. 

 

Yours truly 

Anna 
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The ADK would like to take 
this time to thank our avid 

readers and those who have 
submitted content throughout 

2015. The newsletter would not 
be what is today without your 

input. 

Mahsi cho, 

ADK Staff & Council 

If you have any content that you would like included in next month’s edition of “The Fort Times”, please contact the 

Band Office by February 18th. 

T: (867) 770-4571  F: (867) 770-4573  

BAND COUNCILLORS 

Joe Bertrand  
Steve Kotchea 
Irene McLeod 
Cathy Kotchea  
Dennis Nelson 
Sonia Timbre 

Acho Horizon North Camps & 
Catering for hosting a 

wonderful community feast on 
December 18th. . There’s 

nothing like closing off the year 
with good company and good 

food. 

Mahsi Cho to all those 
involved. 

This information is distributed without prejudice, and intended solely for information purposes for members of the Fort 
Liard community and those with associated interests. It may not be reproduced or disseminated further without the 
expressed permission of Acho Dene Koe First Nation.  

“The Fort Times” 
is a lso featured on ADK’s website.  

 

www.adkfirstnation.ca/community 
- under “What’s New” 

 
 

For monthly l inks to our 
newsletter please contact Ivy-Lynn 
Marcella is at the Band Office and 

we can add your email to our 
distribution l ist.  

 
Chief and Council – Ext 265 
Harry Deneron, Chief Negotiator 
Email: chief@adkfirstnation.ca  
 
Management – Ext 260 
Band Manager 
 
Administration – Ext 253 
Adilene Marcellais, Executive Assistant 
Email: administration@adkfirstnation.ca 
 
Land and Resource Department – Ext 232 
Kayly Deneron, Lands Coordinator 
Email: 
achodenekoe.kdeneron@northwestel.net 
 
Alex Fanni, Lands Coordinator 
Email: achodenekoe.fanni@northwestel.net  
 
Communication and Development – Ext 224 
Ivy-Lynn Marcellais, Community Liaison Officer 
Email: ivymarcellais@adkfirstnation.ca  
 
Liard Metis Local 67 – Ext 227 
Ernie Mcleod, Metis President 
 

 

THANK YOU 


