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The Community Harvesters 
Assistance Programs is not a 
treaty right entitlement; as 
such allocations of fuel and 
ammunition to individuals 
and families will vary from 
year to year. Also, the 
supplies that are given are to 
only be used for harvesting 
activities at cabins and 
outpost camps, not for 
personal travel or other non-
traditional activities. 

2

NOTICE to all CHAP 
applicants. If you are found 
selling/ giving away your 
fuel you WILL NOT be 
eligible for CHAP next year 

To ensure future CHAP 
funding, please use your fuel 
and supplies for traditional 
and harvesting purposes 
ONLY.  

 

Is your child missing any clothing from the previous year? 
Stop by the school and look through our lost and found! 
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In the 2008 ADK Framework Agreement, Canada committed to providing ADK with 6474 square 
kilometers of Settlement Lands in which the ADK has both surface and sub-surface rights. Surface 
rights will provide the ADK access, as well of ownership of resources found above the ground, 
while sub- surface rights will provide ADK ownership of all underground resources such as 
minerals, oil, gas, and geo-thermal heat.  

Since July 2015, ADK, GNWT, and Canada have been working to reach an agreement on the 
areas of third party interest and exclusions that exist in the proposed ADK Settlement Area. Third 
party interests such as oil, gas, and mineral leases, as well as other government and private 
property found outside the community of Ft. Liard are ineligible for selection by the ADK. 
Furthermore, major bodies of water and roads are also excluded from the lands selection process. 
Naturally, it is very important that ADK and government negotiators have a clear understanding of 
third party interests and other exclusions as the Lands Selection process proceeds.  

Following months of technical work the lands side negotiation table has reached an agreement on 
the areas of third party interest that exist in the proposed ADK Settlement area. This Agreement 
will help the parties during the process of settlement land selection. This is a major milestone for 
the negotiation process as the parties can now focus on the amount of ADK’s land quantum to be 
selected in the NWT at the main negotiation table. Following up on this milestone, the ADK 
negotiation team travelled to Yellowknife on the week of June 27 for Final Agreement negotiations.  

ADK’s traditional territory spans three jurisdictions: Northwest Territories, where many reside in the Hamlet 
of Fort Liard, Northern British Columbia, and the South-eastern Yukon Territory. 
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NEGOTIATIONS UPDATE 

 

Sept 22 marks the first day of Fall, wrapping up a busy summer of work for the ADK Negotiations 
Team. The following summarizes the last three months of work in each jurisdiction of ADK 
Traditional Territory.  

 

Northwest Territories - Final Agreement Negotiations 

• ADK negotiators held negotiation sessions with their federal and territorial counterparts in 
Yellowknife, via conference call, and in Fort Liard over the summer months. 

• When in Fort Liard both federal negotiator Patricia Eeles and territorial negotiator Andre 
Legare stated that they have been given direction to conclude ADK negotiations in the NWT 
within the next 12 months. This news was welcome by ADK negotiators and community 
members present at the public meeting where Canada and the GNWT made this 
announcement in August. 

• Currently, the majority of Final Agreement outstanding issues have been resolved.  
• In order to conclude NWT negotiations within the 12-month timeframe the parties must 

come to an agreement on:  
 

a) Settlement Lands  
b) Outstanding Property Taxes 
c) Community Governance  

 

• With regard lands the ongoing point of disagreement between Canada and GNWT is how 
much of the 6474 will be selected in the NWT. ADK Negotiators are continuing to 
pursue every avenue possible to ensure ADK’s land interests will fulfilled in the 
NWT. 

• ADK negotiators have also been working hard to resolve the issue of outstanding property 
taxes in the Hamlet of Fort Liard. ADK continues to maintain that a solution must be agreed 
upon wherein ADK community members do note face financial hardship due to property 
taxes upon the completion of negotiations. 

• ADK is also exploring a variety of governance models with GNWT and Canada. The model 
chosen will dictate the division of powers between ADK and GNWT authority within the 
Hamlet of Fort Liard. 

• Although these three major outstanding issues are complex the negotiators for ADK, 
Canada, and GNWT believe that they will be able reach a consensus and finish the 
treaty negotiations within the next 12 months.  
 

TREATY TALK 
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Yukon  

• ADK negotiators travelled to Whitehorse in May to discuss ADK’s claim to territory in the SE 
corner of Yukon. 

• While in Whitehorse the ADK team met with Premier Darrell Pasloski, members of his 
Cabinet, and their advisors over a two-day period. 

• The Yukon meetings were very productive at clarifying ADK’s interests in the Yukon.  
• In part, because of the Yukon election this Fall, ADK and Yukon representatives agreed to 

revisit ADK’s claim after a new government is elected. 
• Since this time, ADK legal counsel and advisors have been in regular contact with 

members from the Yukon government. Following the election ADK expects 
discussions to resume in late 2016 or early 2017.  

BC 

• As reported previously in this newsletter, negotiations with BC continue to be challenging 
with the ADK process stalled in Phase II of the BCTC process. 

• In effort to learn more about province’s position towards the ADK, the negotiation team filed 
a Freedom of Information request for any BC government records regarding ADK’s 
aboriginal title claim in BC. 

• In response the ADK received 478 pages of documents dating as far back as 2002. 
• The documents helped the ADK team deconstruct why BC continues delay the 

advancement of its claim in BC. Furthermore, the documents also revealed that the 
BC government received $700million dollars in royalties from oil and gas 
development on ADK lands on NE BC!!! 

• In response, during the summer months the ADK met with Michael McLeod (MP NWT), 
Shane Thompson (MLA Nehendeh), and Senator Nick Sibbeston (NWT) to discuss, among 
other things, ADK’s difficulties moving forward with their BC land-claim.  

• Chief Harry Deneron also signed numerous letters to the Premiers of BC, the NWT, and the 
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs in an effort to put pressure on the BC government to engage 
the ADK. 

 

Land Use Plan Working Group 

• The ADK has established a Working Group to develop a Land Use Plan in ADK territory. 
• The Working Group will also sit in on negotiations meetings and conducting home visits to 

explain the ADK negotiation process to community members. 
• Starting in September, the Working Group will be holding monthly discussions at the 

school to teach grade 11 and 12 students about the new treaty.  
• Community members from the Working Group are: Floyd Diamond’C, Marilyn Marcellais, 

Peter Bertrand, Steven Steves, Dallas Sassie (Youth Representative), Tyrone Berreault 
(Youth Representative), Naomi Beaullieu (Youth Representative). 

 

Feel free to speak to the Working Group members about the negotiations! 

Submitted by Lands and Resource Coordinator, Alex Fanni 



 

 

THE FORT TIMES SEPTEMBER 2016 

5 

THANK	  YOU	  TO	  OUR	  2016	  ADK	  TREATY	  CABIN	  EMPLOYEES!	  

Every year since 2013, the Acho Dene Koe First Nations have heightened the work ethic of 
young adults by employing them at the ADK Treaty Cabin during the summer season. 

Supervised by Marlene Timbre and Margaret Nelson, summer students assisted in maintaining 
the area around the Treaty Cabin, prepared community lunches on Tuesday and helped out 

with ADK events. Each year, Chief and Council have noticed an increased number of 
individuals waiting for the posting of our summer positions. Their interest in work experience 
and willingness to work is something that the ADK Leadership likes to see among our youth. 

As the season nears an end, the ADK Leadership would like to thank all of the employees on 
their assistance in helping us as a point of contact for negotiation updates for members of the 

community and of course – all of the good traditional food that was cooked thought the 
summer! Mahsi Cho. 

Below are a few words from each of our summer students on what they have learned from 
being employed with the Acho Dene Koe and what they liked most about it. 

Dallas	   Sassie:	   This	   year	   was	   a	  
great	   learning	   experience	   for	  
me.	   Some	   things	   I	   learned	  
about	   included	   bannock	  
making,	   how	   to	   prepare	   and	  
cook	  beaver	   and	   gut	   fish.	   The	  
aspects	   that	   I	   have	   enjoyed	  
most	   about	   working	   at	   the	  
Treaty	   House	   is	   having	   the	  
chance	   to	   learn	   more	   about	  
my	  culture.	  

Naomi	  Beaulieu:	  At	  the	  Treaty	  
House,	   I	   like	   to	   learn	   how	   to	  
cook	   traditional	   foods.	   I	   also	  
liked	   learning	   about	   the	  
Settlement	   Lands,	   I	   learned	  
about	   how	   much	   land	   we’re	  
going	   to	   own	   (6,474	   sq	   km).	   I	  
also	   like	   to	   speak	   Slavey.	  	  
Sometimes	   I	   try	   and	   I’ll	   get	   it	  
wrong	  and	   it’s	  pretty	   funny	  at	  
times	  

Tyrone	  Berreault:	  What	  I	  like	  
about	   the	   Treaty	   House	   is	  
making	  bannock,	  the	  reason	  
I	  like	  making	  bannock	  is	  that	  
I	   get	   to	   eat	   it,	   cook	   it	   and	  
the	  best	  part	  about	   it	   is	   the	  
thanks	   I	   get,	   because	   they	  
actually	   like	   my	   bannock.	   It	  
puts	  a	  big	  smile	  on	  my	  face.	  

What	   I	   also	   like	   about	  	  
working	  at	  the	  Treaty	  House	  
is	  the	  wonderful	  people	  I	  get	  
to	   work	   with,	   they	   always	  
make	   me	   laugh	   and	   smile	  
everyday.	   I	   get	   to	   learn	  
about	   their	   experiences	  
about	   culture,	   and	   such.	  
Reluctantly,	   I	   can’t	   seem	   to	  
pay	   attention	   to	   what	  
they’re	  teaching	  me	  most	  of	  
the	   time,	   so	   it’s	   hard	   to	  
remember.	  

	  

With the end of September approaching, the Treaty House will 
soon be closing.  

From the Band Office, we thank all community members who 
have come to lunches, community working group meetings, and 

treaty information sessions throughout the summer. Your 
attendance and participation at these events has allowed the 
Band to move forward with our treaty negotiations. We wish 

everyone a successful fall hunt, and look forward to re-opening 
the Treaty Cabin next summer. 
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SUMMER 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Lands and Resource Coordinator, Alex Fanni 
discussing settlement areas with ADK’s Land 
Use Planning Youth Representatives – (back 
left to right) Dallas Sassie, Tyone Berreault 
and Naomi Beaulieu 

Top photo: Laura Berreault and 
Germaine Betthale enjoying an ADK 
BBQ during the summer. 

Left: GNWT Representative Andre 
Legare and Canada’s Representative 
Patricia Eeles updating ADK 
Members on the advancement of our 
Treaty Negotiations. 

Seeing as how we have had 
events through-out the 

summer that have not made 
it to our monthly 

newsletter, we thought it 
would be a nice idea to 

highlight some of the events 
that took place. 
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Its that time of year again in Fort 
Liard. When people head out to 
spend more time on the land and to 
start preparing for winter as per 
tradition. Fall is a time for 
harvesting and preparation for the 
long cold months of winter.  ADK 
would like to encourage those 
participating in fall hunt to be 
respectful of moose and caribou 
hunting. 

-Do not shoot cows or calves 

-Take only what you need and 
use all that you take 

Please do not assume you will be 
the only one thinking about 
shooting a cow moose. That is not 
the case due to a number of people 
being disrespectful to the traditions 
of fall hunt. Do your part to help the 
traditions of conservation grow. 
With more cow moose we can 
increase the population of a healthy 
number of moose for next year. 

PASS ON THE TEACHINGS 
One of the Dene Laws 

 

2

Winter will take its toll on the 
population this year due to the 
number of forest fires, increased 
predators and loss of habitat. 
Become a responsible hunter as 
part of a community who shows 
respect for our territory. 

If you have filled your freezer and 
still have meat leftover. Please 
donate part of your harvest to an 
elder or your neighbor. No meat is 
wasted and you shown generosity 
though another Dene Law- “Share 
what you have”    

Show respect for your land and 
community. Do NOT shoot cow 
or calves!   

This does not go for only the moose 
population. Please show 
consideration for caribou as well 
due to the declining population in 
the past 5 years. Please share the 
information given to you by this 
newsletter and spread the word. 

Submitted by ADK Lands Coordinator Kayly Deneron 
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The Government of Northwest Territories, Environment and Natural Resources 
Department (ENR) is actively seeking samples from harvested moose. The ENR 
requires these samples to determine the levels of contaminants in locally 
harvested moose to see if there is a significant change to levels found 5-6 
years ago. 

The ENR will reimburse harvests $75.00 dollars for a complete kit of samples 
which includes: 

üü 1 kidney (including attached fat)  
üü Lower jaw with teeth  
üü Handful of poop pellets 
üü 3”x3” chunk liver 
üü 3”x3” chunk of muscle  
üü 1 anklebone with marrow. 
 

The ENR will pay $50.00 for a kit that contains everything but a kidney. 
Unfortunately the ENR has had a difficult time collecting samples this year. 

If you require a kit, please contact ENR at (867) 770-4300 for more information. 

Remember, by 
submitting samples to 

the ENR, you are 
helping ensure the 

moose you consume 
is safe and free of any 
harmful contaminants 
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Using funds from the ADK/ TransCanada 
Community Agreement and with approval from 
the Hamlet of Fort Liard – Acho Dene Koe First 
Nations hired slashers Derwin Kotchea, Jonas 
Duntra, Dwayne Berreault and Darryl Timbre to 
slash around Hay Lake Trail and continue on to 
the Ski Hill. Floyd Diamond-C was also 
contracted through the Hamlet of Fort Liard to 
rebuild 3 out of the 4 bridges that were badly 
worn down from the natural changing 
landscape. 

Together, these 5 ADK Members were able to 
provide the community with a well-maintained 
walking trail again, and what was once a dense 
trail with unstable crossings is now an open trail 
with brand new bridges in place. Mahsi Cho 
guys!! 

We courage all community members to take 
advantage of the beautiful 
scenery and all year round 

UPGRADES DONE TO HAY LAKE TRAIL 



 

 

THE FORT TIMES SEPTEMBER 2016 

10 

EVERY 

CHILD 

MATTERS 

In	  the	  spirit	  of	  reconciliation,	  wear	  an	  orange	  shirt	  on	  	  
September	  30th	  to	  honor	  the	  children	  that	  survived	  Residential	  

Schools	  and	  to	  remember	  those	  who	  did	  not.	  

Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) residential school commemoration event held in 
Williams Lake, BC, Canada, in the spring of 2013.  It grew out of Phyllis' story of having her shiny new orange 

shirt taken away on her first day of school at the Mission, and it has become an opportunity to keep the 
discussion on all aspects of residential schools happening annually. 

For more information go to: www.orangeshirtday.org  

 

WEAR	  AN	  ORANGE	  SHIRT	  AND	  SHOW	  YOUR	  SUPPORT!	  

Friday, September 30th 

Join us for a BBQ at the ADK Treaty House from 3 – 7 pm 

Information gathered from www.orangeshirtday.org 
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ACHO DENE KOE LAND USE PLAN WORKSHOP 

Please join us for a Land Use Plan Workshop 

facilitated by 

Landmark Resource Management 

 

6:30 PM NOVEMBER 2, 2016 @ THE COMMUNITY HALL 
 

The Acho Dene Koe First Nation is developing a Land Use Plan of its 
traditional territory in the NWT. Land use planning guides decisions 

making about what activities should take place on ADK lands in he NWT. 
The ADK Land Use Plan will be an important tool for balancing economic 
development opportunities with responsible environmental management, 

conservation, and community aspirations. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

Starts at 6:30 pm 

FREE SUPPER FOR ALL IN ATTENDANCE 

CONTANT THE BAND OFFICE FOR MORE INFORAMTION 
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Emergency services 

RCMP 
(867) 770-1111 

Fire Department 
(867) 770-2222 

Health Centre 
(867) 770-4301 

Social Services 
(867) 770-4770 

ENR 
(867) 770-3400 

 

If you have any content that you would like 
included in next month’s edition, whether it be an 
interesting photo, a birthday greeting or a short 

blurb on something you think the community 
would enjoy reading, please contact the Acho 

Dene Koe Band Office by Monday, October 17th. 
 

T: (867) 770-4571 ext 253 
F: (867) 770-4573 

Email: communications@adkfirstnation.ca 
 

Listed above are the Acho Dene Koe First Nation’s 
Councilors, who are elected by Band Members to 
voice and listen to Community Members 
concerns. If you have any questions, comments or 
concerns regarding Band related issues, please 
don’t hesitate to talk to a Councilor or to stop by 
the Acho Dene Koe First Nation’s Office. 

 

JOE BERTRAND  

STEVE KOTCHEA 

SONIA TIMBRE 

IRENE MCLEOD  

DENNIS NELSON 

CATHY KOTCHEA 

Hamlet of Fort Liard 
(867) 770-4104 

Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
(867) 770-4571 ext 253 

Beaver Enterprises Ltd.  
(867) 770-4571 

Liard Fuel Centre 
(867) 770-3216 

Acho Dene Koe Native Crafts 
(867) 770-4161 

Northern Store 
(867) 770-4411 

Liard Valley General Store & Motel 
(867) 770-4441 

 

This information is distributed without prejudice, and intended solely for information purposes for members of the Fort 
Liard community and those with associated interests. It may not be reproduced or disseminated further without the 
expressed permission of Acho Dene Koe First Nation.  

Local services 


